25/10/03 (SS) - Season Over, Jim Kelly completes clean-sweep
The final bout of racing for 2003 saw Jim in, if anything, more awesome form than ever, winning both classes and as well as the lunchtime fun event. Attendance was a little disappointing but 2 new members made their debuts and one fairly new one returned. Whilst all these three know they have a steep learning curve ahead, none of them disgraced themselves and we look forward to seeing what they can do next year. Meantime the drive to find new faces continues.
Racing resumes, we think, In January. Of course before then we have the annual Bash at Derby and Doug's meet at Chesterfield to the year.
AM (Sports):
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Tony Baldock

	3rd
	Peter Baldock

	4th
	Nigel Sykes

	5th(B2)
	Deane Walpole

	6th(B3)
	Doug Passell

	7th(B4)
	Clive Mills

	8th(C2)
	John Ovens

	9th(C3)
	Chris King (Rookie)

	10th(C4)
	Brian Walpole (Rookie)

	11th(D2)
	Mike Ovens

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Tony Baldock


PM (F1)

	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Tony Baldock

	3rd
	Deane Walpole

	4th
	Doug Passell

	5th(B2)
	Mike Ovens

	6th(B3)
	Nigel Sykes

	7th(B4)
	John Ovens

	8th(C2)
	Brian Walpole

	9th(C3)
	Clive Mills

	10th
	Chris King

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Jim Kelly


Sprint:

	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Tony Baldock

	3rd
	Doug Passell

	4th
	Peter Baldock

	5th
	John Ovens

	6th
	Chris King

	7th
	Deane Walpole

	8th
	Nigel Sykes


 

16/08/03 (SX) - Jim Kelly Clinches Class II and combined championships.
It was always going to be a gamble running a national and club meet in August and so it proved with just seven racers in attendance. However, with the stars of the last 2 clubs meets in attendance there was much of interest. Sadly for Mike Ovens and Mick Kench the results were not as stellar despite both giving their all.
With the regular Billericay hall unavailable, a small hall in Wickford was found and Jim managed to pull something of a rabbit out of the hat by concocting a Houston Indycar track that fitted the available space whilst being enjoyable and drivable with a range of chassis. As heats for the open wheel racing progressed Marchons were very much in evidence but the SRTs were not exactly lagging way behind. In fact Nigel Sykes used a SG+ and was comfortably top qualifier from the Inevitable Jim Kelly with Deane Walpole taking the final automatic spot.
Before the 'A' final the four slower drivers had to battle it out for victory in the 'B' and this was to prove something of an epic. Not one but both Tomy timers played up and so a spare was pressed into service and batteries were frantically changed. In total the race had to be run five times and every driver had been leading at least once at the time of the races being aborted!
Eventually Daniel Clarke won 'the' race and moved up to green and the timer problem was eventually traced to the positioning of the timers on too short a straight causing cars to jump slightly and cause the units to display odd scores & times. Everyone was very patient with a lot of good natured ribbing and jokes about night racing going on. When the 'A' final was finally run Jim took his customary win to clinch the Class I championship, beating Nigel & Deane. Daniel was fourth but really didn't expect more as this was one track where the green lane was a lot worse to use than the other three. Still he was pleased to make his first ever national 'A' final.
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Nigel Sykes

	3rd
	Deane Walpole

	4th
	Daniel Clarke

	5th(B2)
	John Ovens

	6th(B3)
	Mike Ovens

	7th(B4)
	Mick Kench

	Pole
	Nigel Sykes

	FTD
	Deane Walpole


After lunch attention switched to Class II racing for closed-wheeled cars. Jim needed a good result as he still lagged behind the absent Tony Baldock in the championship. As we have come to expect Jim did the business, a particularly good score in yellow helping to net another P1. His main opposition was a bit of a shock as Deane Walpole had managed to put together a decent car after a string of poor results in class II racing. In fact his 440X2 Countach was quickest over a single lap and Deane was only half a lap slower than JK over the four lanes, his best three scores good enough for P2.
John had raised his game a little, taking the final automatic 'A' spot and relegating Nigel to the 'B'. Meantime Mick Kench was using lifelikes, the chassis he had used last time out for that popular 'A' Final win. Nigel ran it close in the 'B' but Mick ran hard and clean to make his second 'A' final in as many meetings, and first in  Class II.
Come the main Final Jim and John put on a great show, whilst Deane found there was still room for improvement and Mick had car trouble. In the end Jim pipped John by just 3 tenths to take a clean sweep and also the lead in the class two championship. He may have missed out on fastest lap again and 'only' taken one of the two poles available but he is proving the master at getting the job done, this second victory giving him the Combined championship with the October meeting still to come.
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	John Ovens

	3rd
	Deane Walpole

	4th
	Mick Kench

	5th(B2)
	Nigel Sykes

	6th(B3)
	Mike Ovens

	7th(B4)
	Daniel Clarke

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Deane Walpole


With racing wrapped by 3:30 it was decided to run a fun race using four of Jim's F1 Tyco bodies modified to fit the pan chassis (for a much more realistic wheelbase). Jim won again but Mike Ovens qualified third to return to automatic 'A' final qualifying whilst Dad John won the 'B' to join him. Nigel tried hard to stay with Jim but the waited for mistakes were not frequent enough and Nigel had to settle for his second 2nd place of the Day.
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Nigel Sykes

	3rd
	John Ovens

	4th
	Mike Ovens

	5th(B2)
	Deane Walpole

	6th(B3)
	Daniel Clarke

	7th(B4)
	Mick Kench

	Pole
	Jim Kelly


Racing now returns to the bigger Burstead hall where the track will be mid-ohio and rules will be similar in the afternoon to HOLM's format.
 

13/07/03 (SF)
With Mike Ovens (and many others) deciding the warm weather warranted being outside with normal people, a reduced turnout of die-hard racers gathered at Norton to run on Jim's stunning Rockingham oval, and the question of whether or not the youngster could pull off a big result again stays unanswered till August.
Stepping up to the plate into Mike's role as guy-who has-just-whipped-you-but-you-are-chuffed was Mick Kench (must be something in the name!) who won the afternoon NASCAR 'A' final using a Lifelike M, something no-one else thought of, with a storming combination of attacking driving and avoidance of other's carnage.
In the morning's F1 racing normal service had seemed to be resumed, but only partly. Whilst Jim Kelly was in a class all of his own, and by a bigger margin than ever, Tony Baldock, the guy we all expected to be right up there with/ahead of Jim was struggling to find rhythm and the right car and only qualified 6th.
This put 'Herbert' into the 'B' Final, something which happened also back in March and he lead it for a long time. Running better now, Tony still wasn't quite the force we expected and his share of offs saw the 'B' win go to John Ovens, who made the most of his chance and kept up the family honour. In fact overall this was to be John's best performance of the year so far.
Come the 'A' Jim simply motored away from the others, beating John and the rest by six laps or more. This meant of course that the Overall and Class I club titles look ever more to be heading his way, Tony scrapping just one point. Elsewhere Deane produced a poor 'A' final drive to only eek out a one point advantage over his closest Class I rival, Nigel Sykes who finished runner-up in the 'B'.
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	John Ovens

	3rd
	Doug Passell

	4th
	Deane Walpole

	5th(B2)
	Nigel Sykes

	6th(B3)
	Tony Baldock

	7th(B4)
	Daniel Clarke

	8th(C2)
	Mick Kench

	9th(C3)
	Rob Heaton

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Jim Kelly


Unusually it would be Class I action for both parts of the day as the lifelikes came out for their day in the afternoon sun. They looked mighty fine on the oval but whilst Tony's use of a Turbo with gaudy JL body was noticed by all, Mick's use of an 'M' chassis was not. Or some noticed but dismissed it. This was to prove significant later on.
If Tony's stutter in the morning was unusual he was flying come the afternoon, using that Turbo. Instead it was Jim who had the major wobble and had to pull it out of the bag in the 'B' which he did, in the end, comfortably. In fact this was a beautiful lesson in damage limitation as JK went on to claim second in the 'A'.
The qualifying was awesomely close. Tony (Turbo) took P1 by a single tenth from Deane Walpole (Lifelike T Neo) and 4 tenths from Mick (Lifelike M), these three being joined by Jim for a cracking A final. Deane knocked himself out of contention by using a car with no stickers (and then crashing it enough that this mattered!) ,and Jim and Tony had scrappy races.
This takes nothing away from Mick, who took an unusual decision on chassis choice, made it work and drove a clean, fast 'A' final for an extremely popular win. Jim and Tony showed their class by surviving wobbles to still come out as two of the top 3 for the day overall, and this clash of titans looks set to run and run.....
	1st
	Mick Kench

	2nd
	Jim Kelly

	3rd
	Tony Baldock

	4th
	Deane Walpole

	5th(B2)
	John Ovens

	6th(B3)
	Doug Passell

	7th(B4)
	Nigel Sykes

	8th(C2)
	Daniel Clarke

	9th(C3)
	Rob Heaton

	Pole
	Tony Baldock

	FTD
	Jim Kelly


During the lunch break Jim put on a fun event using Tyco Nastrucks. Jim provided some well set up club cars, although perhaps half the drivers used their own.
	1st
	Tony Baldock

	2nd
	John Ovens

	3rd
	Jim Kelly

	4th
	Doug Passell

	5th(B2)
	Deane Walpole

	6th(B3)
	Nigel Sykes

	7th(B4)
	Mick Kench

	8th(C2)
	Daniel Clarke

	9th(C3)
	Rob Heaton

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Doug Passell


The action now moves to our small hall in Wickford where the track will be the twisty Houston,Texas Champcar track. Jim will be looking to clinch the overall and Class I titles one round early and many others looking to move up the tables or get on them.
26/04/03 (SS)
Not much doubt who was the star of our Easter meet: Mike Ovens. The 14 year old had shown flashes of pace before but strung it together for once in such style that onlookers were stunned and pleased.
All through Sports qualifying, for once held in the morning, Jim Kelly and Deane Walpole were in a class apart, with things much more even between the rest. At this point is was Junior Glenn Williamson who had made us sit up and notice by qualifying a career best sixth and Ovens Jnr was way down in the D final. Having tried  every conceivable combo of car, Mike didn't find one he liked until reaching the finals. from his unpromising grid slot he made short work of the D and C finals, despite being in the green lane for the later. In the B Daniel Clarke streaked away but a big off early on saw Mike, again on green, into the lead and an unlikely A final spot was his.
Come the final Jim was able to cruise away from Deane who in turn bolted away from Nigel sykes and Mike.
	1st
	Jim Kelly

	2nd
	Deane Walpole

	3rd
	Nigel Sykes

	4th
	Mike Ovens

	5th(B2)
	Glenn Williamson

	6th(B3)
	Daniel Clarke

	7th(B4)
	Barry Johnson

	8th(C2)
	John Ovens

	9th(C3)
	Peter Baldock

	10th(C4)
	John McLennan

	11th(D2)
	Mick Kench

	12th(D3)
	Clive Mills

	Pole
	Jim Kelly

	FTD
	Jim Kelly


In the afternoon Mike seemed to decide it was tedious taking 3 or 4 heats to find a nice car and was flying from the word go. If his morning performance showed his potential in the afternoon he fulfilled it calmly winning the A final and into the bargain his first national event from the semi-shunned yellow lane. Jim was in the hunt, as you would expect but was as delighted as anyone at the way Ovens Jnr had burst through.
	1st
	Mike Ovens

	2nd
	Jim Kelly

	3rd
	John Ovens

	4th
	Peter Baldock 

	5th(B2)
	John McLennan

	6th(B3)
	Barry Johnson

	7th(B4)
	Mick Kench

	8th(C2)
	Nigel Sykes 

	9th(C3)
	Daniel Clarke 

	10th(C4)
	Deane Walpole

	11th(D2)
	Glenn Williamson

	Pole
	Peter Baldock

	FTD
	Jim Kelly / Peter Baldock


As a wrap up the final was run three further times with each drivers doing one race on the remaining three lanes. The total of these 4 scores would determine the winner of the Easter challenge. No points at stake, the event proved a little stressful, with those not in the A final perhaps taking longing looks at the door and thinking of home, and those in the races finding focus hard to come by after a long day. But Mike in particular knuckled down and backed up his A-final winning score with another biggie.
After that, and having to move onto less fast lanes, Mike seemed to wobble a bit with Jim looming large in his mirrors. At the end it emerged that, over the four lanes (and therefore a good all round test) he had piped Jim by less than a lap to collect his third winners trophy of the day to universal applause.
Now he has got to do it all again in July with the rest of us gunning for him!
2003 Easter Challenge
	1st
	Mike Ovens
	58.1 laps

	2nd
	Jim Kelly
	57.6  laps

	3rd
	Peter Baldock
	55.9 laps

	4th
	John Ovens
	50.6 laps


29/3/03 (SF)
The second meet at our newer hall saw Jim Kelly's finest track yet, although this was lost on the drivers at first! Jim had worked extremely hard, driven to lay the Monaco myth to rest, and produced the best replica of the famous principality track you are likely to ever see.
As he had promised this was an accurately scaled track and showed that the track does have some fast bits to balance out the technical stuff. Sure enough the Closed wheel 'A' final was contested by two SRTs up against two Marchons, any previous Monaco would have been all Marchons! As it was these much-maligned cars did have the upper hand but not by much, after all Tony Baldock was leading with about 15 seconds to go!
In the morning, when the lower downforce cars got there chance it was, as expected, all Mattel. But, as has become something of the norm with our meets, the difference in lap scores & lap times between the Open wheel low-downforce cars and the closed wheel high-downforce cars was minimal.
As in January, the top two were Jim and Tony. In fact Jim holds his own well against Tony, who has long been considered the UK's top H:Oer. This situation is something we all find pleasing - not least of all Tony himself. In the morning we ran, as is traditional, open wheel cars, and ended with an 'A' final that was always going to be between these two. In fact, to those watching it looked like neither of them wanted it, as they both had several small offs. Eventually Tony got in front toward the end and kept it the slot for a deserved win.
	1st
	Tony Baldock
	12.0 laps

	2nd
	Jim Kelly
	11.7 laps

	3rd
	Peter Baldock
	10.8 laps

	4th
	Nigel Sykes
	10.3 laps

	5th(B2)
	John McLennan
	10.6 laps

	6th(B3)
	Daniel Clarke
	10.1 laps

	7th(B4)
	Doug Passell
	9.2 laps

	8th(C2)
	John Ovens
	9.9 laps

	9th(C3)
	Gordon Fowell
	9.2 laps

	10th(C4)
	Barry Johnson
	8.0 laps

	11th(D2)
	Mick Kench
	10.0 laps

	12th(D3)
	Deane Walpole
	9.4 laps

	13th(D4)
	Glenn Williamson
	9.2 laps

	Pole
	Jim Kelly
	34.9 laps

	FTD
	Tony Baldock
	13.01 seconds


For the afternoon, attention switched to closed-wheel action and out came the slightly faster SRTs and Marchons (although some, such as Daniel Clarke used Mattels on some lanes). Whilst some used a mixture of chassis, Deane Walpole used a Marchon on all four lanes and posted the 4 most consistent scores. Jim was not as consistent, but posted the only two 13 lappers of the day along with 2 other cracking scores to take P1 on the grid with Deane at P2.
Tony had struggled just a little and qualified fourth so had to win the 'B' Final to move up to the 'A', which he duly did. Nigel Sykes had done his usual quite-but-quick routine and had qualified 3rd to take the last automatic 'A' final spot. As the race got underway Jim scorched away into the lead with Tony giving chase despite being in the extremely technical and unpopular green lane. It soon became apparent Jim was not going to be caught and in any case Tony was now being harried by Deane who was quicker over a single lap but repeatedly kept having silly offs at Loews.
These two have had plenty of these cat-n-mouse run-ins before and this one was pretty intense. It got more intense as Jim car stripped it's pinion just as Deane made a last-ditch attempt to snatch second. Although Jim had a fair lead there was just enough race for Nigel, Tony and Deane to pass him, with the later just about piping Tony and then hanging on grimly for his first 'A' final win in a long time.
	1st
	Deane Walpole
	12.4 laps

	2nd
	Tony Baldock
	12.3 laps

	3rd
	Nigel Sykes
	10.8 laps

	4th
	Jim Kelly
	10.4 laps

	5th(B2)
	John Ovens
	11.2 laps

	6th(B3)
	Peter Baldock
	10.3 laps

	7th(B4)
	Doug Passell
	10.0 laps

	8th(C2)
	John McLennan
	10.5 laps

	9th(C3)
	Daniel Clarke
	9.9 laps

	10th(C4)
	Mick Kench
	6.4 laps

	11th(D2)
	Glenn Williamson
	10.4 laps

	12th(D3)
	Barry Johnson
	9.9 laps

	13th(D4)
	Gordon Fowell
	9.8 laps

	Pole
	Jim Kelly
	39.0 laps

	FTD
	Jim Kelly
	11.78 seconds


 The action now moves to Billericay and the track, as a complete contrast, will be Sebring, home of the famous endurance race. With Tony looking unable to attend the question is will anyone step up to the plate against Mr Kelly?
 

 

 
 

 

